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have proper online access for its constituents 
to review governmental work, including budg-
ets and contractual information for elected and 
administrative officials. 

I am proud that Owasso became the first 
city in Oklahoma to receive this distinguished 
honor. As we work towards accountability and 
transparency in Congress, Owasso remains a 
shining example to local and state govern-
ments and to what our nation must accomplish 
as a whole. By receiving a perfect grade, the 
City of Owasso remains a shining example of 
a local government taking responsibility to its 
citizens and taxpayers they represent. All citi-
zens deserve an open forum to see how their 
government spends their hard-earned, tax-
payer dollars. 

I firmly believe that an open and honest 
government is the most effective way to give 
Americans the transparency they deserve. 
Owasso’s focus on this important issue illus-
trates their steadfast leadership to promote ac-
countable governance at all levels. I am proud 
of the city for this great accomplishment. 
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Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam Speaker, 
last week, on January 13, we marked the 
107th anniversary of the first Korean immi-
grants to the United States. From those few 
Korean individuals who came in 1903 to Ha-
wai’i, then a U.S. territory, the Korean Amer-
ican community has grown to nearly two mil-
lion people. 

For the first few decades of the 20th cen-
tury, Korean immigration was impeded by U.S. 
law. Regrettably, until the 1960s, U.S. law re-
fused to admit immigrants from East Asia. For-
tunately, as attitudes about race and ethnicity 
changed and matured in the wake of the civil 
rights movement, these shameful barriers 
were removed. America became a land of op-
portunity not just for Europeans seeking ref-
uge and comfort, but for people from Africa, 
Asia, and Latin America, as well. 

Korean Americans have contributed im-
measurably to our society and culture. They 
have raised families and built successful busi-
nesses, strong neighborhoods, active civic as-
sociations, churches, and charities. Korean 
Americans have served in the armed forces, 
been elected to public office, and been ap-
pointed to positions of authority in President 
Obama’s administration. 

In my capacity as Chairman of the Sub-
committee on Asia, the Pacific, and the Global 
Environment, I have paid close attention to 
issues of concern to the Korean American 
community. With many Korean Americans still 
having family ties to the Korean Peninsula, 
they care deeply about the continuing resil-
ience of the U.S.-Korea alliance. When I 
served in the U.S. Army in Vietnam in the 
1960s, I met many Korean soldiers who fought 
side by side with Americans, just as Ameri-
cans had fought side-by-side with Koreans in 
the Korean War a decade and a half earlier. 

The close alliance between the United 
States and the Republic of Korea has included 
South Korea’s important contributions to fight-
ing terrorism around the world and promoting 

democracy and liberal values. The Republic of 
Korea has remained a steadfast ally of the 
United States and ought be considered Amer-
ica’s greatest foreign policy success in the 
post-World War II era. 

It is worth noting today that, later this year, 
we will be commemorating the 60th anniver-
sary of the outbreak of the Korean War. Vet-
erans of that conflict, both Korean and Amer-
ican, have strong feelings about the U.S.- 
Korea alliance. I have attended many cere-
monies at which Korean War veterans pay 
tribute to their fallen comrades and share their 
memories of the battlefield. Many of them 
have returned to Korea in peacetime to visit 
the friends they made and—in some cases— 
the families of their spouses. 

Korean War veterans and members of the 
Korean American community are significant 
stakeholders in the maturation of the U.S.- 
Korea alliance, whether that means a security 
alliance in our mutual effort to denuclearize 
North Korea, whether it means growth in the 
number of Korean students who attend Amer-
ican colleges and universities, or whether it 
means broader and deeper business and 
trade ties. 

The U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agreement 
(KORUS FTA), which was signed in June 
2007 and awaits ratification and implementa-
tion, will bring substantial benefits to both of 
our countries. The U.S. International Trade 
Commission has forecast that the elimination 
of tariffs on U.S. goods under the KORUS 
FTA would increase the GDP of the United 
States by over $10 billion annually. The agree-
ment will also eliminate regulatory and other 
non-tariff barriers that have historically re-
stricted access by American farmers, manu-
facturers, and service providers to the South 
Korean market. 

Korea’s economy is beginning to recover 
from the worldwide recession, with a special 
emphasis on creating ‘‘green jobs’’ and en-
couraging growth in 21st century industries 
that look to the future. At the same time, 
Korea remains a major market for American 
goods and services, for agricultural products, 
raw materials, and finished goods. 

With growing uncertainty about our econ-
omy, it is critically important that we make 
every effort to spur U.S. economic growth and 
create new American jobs through securing 
access to markets in which U.S. farmers and 
businesses can compete and succeed. The 
KORUS FTA stands to further increase U.S. 
exports to Korea and will generate new jobs 
for Americans. This agreement will be a triple- 
win—a win for workers, a win for businesses, 
and a win for consumers. 

Beyond trade, the United States and Korea 
share similar values and goals. Both countries 
are democratic republics, both desire peace 
on the Korean Peninsula and work to assure 
that nuclear weapons do not proliferate in 
Northeast Asia, and both want to see eco-
nomic growth and opportunity throughout the 
world. 

It is in this context that Korea will host and 
chair a meeting of the G–20 in November 
2010. It is a remarkable achievement and one 
that is emblematic of how far Korea has come 
considering that 60 years ago, it was a war 
torn nation. I am confident that Korea will set 
an ambitious agenda for the G–20 to include 
how nations can turn to ‘‘Low Carbon, Green 
Growth’’ sectors to spur economic growth in 
the aftermath of the global financial crisis. 

Last August, I had the privilege of visiting 
Korea to receive an Honorary Doctorate from 
Chonbuk National University. I had numerous 
opportunities to engage in meaningful dialogue 
with our Korean friends on a host of issues. 
But above all, I was struck by the kind gen-
erosity and hospitality of the Korean people. 
The same has always been true of our Korean 
American friends as well. 

Madam Speaker, this is why it is my honor 
to recognize January 13 as Korean American 
Day pursuant to House Resolution 487, which 
was passed in 2005 and introduced by my 
good friend Representative Tom Davis of Vir-
ginia. I urge my colleagues to offer their own 
expressions of support in recognizing the Ko-
rean American community and their achieve-
ments and the importance of a comprehensive 
U.S.-Korea alliance in diplomacy, business, 
and culture. 
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Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to a former member of my staff and my 
dear friend, Anne McMahon. 

Anne recently passed away after a tough 
battle with cancer. She leaves behind a won-
derful loving family, including husband Peter 
and sons Jono and Ryan, and a host of 
friends and admirers across the country. 

Anne was one of the first Congressional 
staffers who my late husband, Walter Capps, 
hired when he was elected in 1996. She was 
the anchor of Walter’s and, later my, congres-
sional office in San Luis Obispo, California. 
The consummate professional, she was com-
pletely plugged in to the local community and 
there was no issue or constituency that didn’t 
have Anne’s ear or attention. 

Among her many talents, Anne was a won-
derful writer, having worked as a local jour-
nalist for several years before moving to poli-
tics, where she worked not just with Walter 
and me but two county Supervisors as well. 
She was also a tireless advocate for the envi-
ronment and worked extensively to preserve 
our beautiful Central Coast, including pro-
tecting Santa Margarita Ranch from develop-
ment. Eventually her unquenchable love for 
the natural environment led her to other pro-
fessional opportunities with The Nature Con-
servancy and most recently with the California 
Coastal Commission. She excelled in all these 
endeavors and brought to all of them her re-
lentless commitment to leaving the world a 
better place than she found it. 

Walter and I both loved Anne for her com-
mitment to public service and tireless devotion 
to her community. But we also reveled in her 
vibrant personality, her irreverent and irre-
pressible wit, and her enthusiastic embrace of 
all life’s joys and sorrows. I know that this 
healthy outlook on life, along with the endless 
support from her family and friends, brought 
her strength during the difficult days of the 
past year. 

Anne touched many lives and inspired all of 
us. She faced her battle with cancer with the 
same courage, grace, and sense of humor 
that guided her throughout her life. Everyone 
who knew Anne thought the world of her and 
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